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Abstract
Ocean island basalts (OIBs) with Zn isotopic ratios higher than the normal mantle (d66Zn = 0.17 ± 0.08‰) or mid-ocean
ridge basalts (MORBs; d66Zn = 0.27 ± 0.06‰) generally also have an enriched Sr-Nd isotopic signature, suggesting
carbonate-bearing eclogites, whose protolith is inferred to be subducting altered oceanic crust, in their mantle source. On
the contrary, continental intraplate basalts with high d66Zn usually show depleted Sr-Nd isotopic signatures (i.e., decoupled
Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic composition). To elucidate the origin of the decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic composition in continental intraplate basalts, we report the discovery of both coupled and decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic data for a suite of Cenozoic continental intraplate basalts from the Zhejiang province, Southeast China. These basalts display clear spatial and temporal
geochemical variations, with early-stage inland low-silica samples presenting moderately enriched Sr-Nd isotopic signatures
and high d66Zn (coupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic composition, similar to OIBs), and later-stage coastal high-silica samples that display a pronounced d66Zn decrease with increasing SiO2 and 87Sr/86Sr and with decreasing alkali contents and 143Nd/144Nd
(decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic composition). The early-stage basalts with coupled high Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signatures are also
more enriched in incompatible elements than any other basalts from eastern China reported so far. We explain the spatial and
temporal geochemical variations of these basalts as the result of two main melting events: 1) the low-silica early-stage magmatism mostly occurs inland and results from high-pressure partial melting of a carbonated eclogite-bearing asthenospheric
mantle. Because of the presence of a thick lithosphere limits the melting of the depleted mantle component, the signature of
the Zn-Sr-Nd isotopically enriched, and more fusible carbonated eclogite is preserved. 2) At the later stage, magmatism
mostly occurs on the coast where the subcontinental lithosphere is thinner. Hence, decompression melting progresses to shallower depth, resulting in an increase of the contribution from the depleted peridotite matrix and a dilution of the signal from
the isotopically enriched fusible component. Further upwelling and in-situ melting at the base of the subduction-modiﬁed subcontinental lithospheric mantle (SCLM) explains both the decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signature of the coastal basalts and
their major and trace element variability. We further propose that decompression melting is driven by small-scale convection
resulting from variations of lithospheric thickness. Our data highlight the importance of dynamic melting of carbonated
eclogite-bearing asthenosphere and subsequent lithospheric melting in preservation and destruction of the coupled enriched
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Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signature of carbonated eclogite component and generation of the apparent decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic
signal commonly observed in continental intraplate basalts.
Ó 2022 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Carbonated slabs can be subducted into the deep mantle
at convergent margins (Thomson et al., 2016; Beunon et al.,
2020). During subsequent mixing and upwelling of the
asthenospheric mantle, the carbonated components may
reach the mantle source of magmas and be recycled at the
surface in the form of intraplate continental or oceanic
basalts (Gerbode and Dasgupta, 2010; Castillo, 2015; Xu
et al., 2020b). Tracing the recycled carbonated components
in the mantle-derived magmas remains a frontier ﬁeld in the
deep carbon cycle research. Because marine carbonates can
have signiﬁcantly higher d66Zn compared to the mantle (Liu
and Li, 2019 and references therein), Zn isotopic ratio has
been proven to be a powerful geochemical tool to trace
the subducted carbonate or carbonated eclogite in the mantle source of intraplate basalts (Liu et al., 2016a; Wang
et al., 2018; Beunon et al., 2020).
In oceanic settings, island basalts (OIBs) with high
d66Zn usually also display an enriched Sr-Nd isotopic signature (i.e., high 87Sr/86Sr and low 143Nd/144Nd). This association of high Zn isotopic ratio and enriched Sr-Nd isotopic
signature (hereafter named as a coupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic
signal) has been interpreted as indicating the presence of
carbonate-bearing eclogite in the mantle source, whose protolith is inferred to be the subducted altered oceanic crust
(Beunon et al., 2020). During decompression melting of a
lithologically heterogeneous mantle, the contribution of
the enriched component in the aggregated magma will be
progressively diluted by the increasing contribution of the
depleted mantle (DMM) as decompression continues (e.g.,
McGee et al., 2013; Lambart, 2017). Hence, these OIBs
form a positive trend in the Zn-Sr isotopic space and a negative trend in the Zn-Nd isotopic space, and low-degree
partial melts derived from greater depths are more likely
to preserve the geochemical signature of the enriched component (e.g., a carbonated eclogite component) than highdegree melts formed at shallower depths.
Continental intraplate basalts with high d66Zn exhibit
several similarities with high d66Zn OIBs, such as high
incompatible trace element concentrations and low-silica
contents. If, similar to OIBs, these characteristics in continental basalts are, in fact, indicators of involvement of
carbonate-bearing eclogites in the mantle source (Wang
et al., 2018), we should expect continental basalts to also
possess coupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signatures. However,
these coupled enriched Zn-Sr-Nd isotope ratios have not
been observed in continental intraplate basalts so far.
Instead, individual suites of continental intraplate basalts
usually form negative trends in the Zn-Sr isotopic space
and positive trends in the Zn-Nd isotopic space
(Liu et al., 2016a; Wang et al., 2018; Wang and Liu,

2021), hereafter referred to as a decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signature. The decoupling of d66Zn from Sr-Nd isotopic signal in continental basalts has been interpreted as
a result of mixing of subducted magnesite, a high-pressure
phase of carbonate, with DMM, without involving carbonated eclogite (Liu et al., 2016a). Alternatively, like with
OIBs, carbonated eclogite may actually be involved in the
mantle source of continental basalts and ensuing melting
processes could be responsible for the apparent decoupled
Zn-Sr-Nd isotope signal. Discriminating between the two
models has important implications not only for conjecturing the mobility and fate of subducted carbonates during
the carbon cycle but also for providing better constraints
on their role in the secular evolution of mantle heterogeneity. Therefore, identifying coupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic features in continental basalts is crucial to determine
whether the mantle source of continental intraplate basalts
contains a carbonated eclogite component and what processes are responsible for the overprinting of its geochemical ﬁngerprint.
In continental areas, there is growing recognition that
the lithospheric mantle could also exert a control on the
compositional spectrum of the continental intraplate alkali
basalts by not only acting as a tectonic lid to terminate the
asthenospheric upwelling but also serving as a source component, either by direct melting or by indirect melt-rock
reactions (Xu et al., 2005; Pilet et al., 2008; Wang et al.,
2018; Guo et al., 2020; Wang and Liu, 2021). Therefore,
clarifying the potential role of the lithospheric mantle in
magma genesis is crucial for our comprehensive understanding of the origin and melting dynamics of intraplate
volcanism. If there is indeed involvement of subcontinental lithospheric mantle (SCLM) material in the
genesis of continental intraplate basalts, pressure of melt
equilibration should indicate lithospheric depths and a late
contribution of the SCLM may overprint the initial geochemical signal of the enriched component (e.g., carbonated eclogite). Testing the validity of this hypotheses
requires detailed petrological constraints on the melting
pressure and temperature (P-T) conditions and eﬃcient
geochemical tracers to discriminate potential carbonated
component and SCLM component from other components.
Here, we report analyses performed on two groups of
Cenozoic basalts from Zhejiang province, Cathaysia block
of SE China, separated by a  5 Ma amagmatic period.
The early-stage group is composed of low-silica basalts with
a coupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signature. The late-stage
group presents slightly higher silica content and decoupled
Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signature. We demonstrate that the
occurrence of continental intraplate basalts with both coupled and decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signatures is the ﬁrst
direct testimony in favor of the two-stage melting process.

Please cite this article in press as: Xu R., et al. Decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic composition of continental intraplate basalts caused by twostage melting process. Geochim. Cosmochim. Acta (2022), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gca.2022.03.014

R. Xu et al. / Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta xxx (2022) xxx–xxx

We further use these new data to constrain the P-T conditions of melting, deﬁne the various source components
and their respective contributions to magmatism and present a petrological model that explains the generation and
the spatial and chemical evolution of these continental
intraplate basalts.
2. GEOLOGICAL SETTING, SAMPLES AND
METHODS
South China is tectonically divided into the Yangtze
block in the northwest, and the Cathaysia block in the
southeast. These two blocks have been considered as two
separate members of the Neoproterozoic Rodinia supercontinent (Li et al., 1995). They are separated by an ophiolitic suture along the Jiangshan-Shaoxing fault (Shu and
Charvet, 1996), which has been considered as a collisional
zone formed during the early Neoproterozoic, around
900 Ma (e.g., Ye et al., 2007; Li et al., 2009).
The exposed basement in the Yangtze block is mainly
Proterozoic with sporadically dispersed Archean TTG
(tonalite, trondhjemite, and granodiorite) gneisses,
metasedimentary rocks, and amphibolites outcrops (e.g.,
Gao et al., 1999; Qiu et al., 2000). In contrast, the Cathaysia block dominantly consists of a Neoproterozoic crustal
basement with limited Paleoproterozoic granitoids outcrops
(e.g., Zhao and Cawood, 2012). In the Paleozoic, the inﬂuential tectonothermal events in the Cathaysia block
occurred during the late Ordovician-Silurian (the Caledonian event) and the late Permian-Triassic (the Indosinian
event) (Wang et al., 2013). Subsequently, Mesozoic subduction of the paleo-Paciﬁc plate under the Eurasian plate
resulted in the emplacement of large amounts of siliceous
magmatism such as rhyolites and granites (Zhou et al.,
2006) and maﬁc rocks (Zeng et al., 2016; Guo et al.,
2021) along the continental margin of South China block.
Finally, in the Cenozoic, the tectonic setting switched from
convergent to extensional. The extension is generally
accepted to be related to the opening of the South China
Sea (Tapponnier et al., 1986). The opening
started  32 Ma ago during the Oligocene and ceased early
Miocene between 20.5 Ma (Barckhausen and Roeser, 2004)
and 16 Ma (Taylor and Hayes, 1980, 1983; Briais et al.,
1993). At least three hypotheses exist for the opening mechanism of the South China Sea: (1) the India-Eurasia collision (Tapponnier et al., 1982; Briais et al., 1993); (2) slab
pull from the subduction of the Paciﬁc plate (Taylor and
Hayes, 1980, 1983; Shi and Li, 2012); and (3) extension
related to a mantle plume (Fan, 1992). Hybrid models combining these end-member hypotheses have also been proposed (e.g., Cullen et al., 2010).
Early geophysical data suggest that the lithospheric
thickness beneath South China increases gradually from
the coastline (80 km) toward the continental interior
(190 km) (Ma and Wu, 1987; An and Shi, 2006). This is
conﬁrmed by recent teleseismic body-wave attenuation data
which shows that the present lithospheric thickness of
South China decreases from the Yangtze block in the
northwest (190 km) to the Cathaysia block in the southeast (75 km) (Deng et al., 2021). This estimate is also con-
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sistent with results from multi-observable probabilistic
inversion, seismic waves, receiver functions, electrical conductivity, heat ﬂow data (Yang et al., 2021b and references
therein) and thermobarometry performed on xenoliths
(Huang and Xu, 2010; Liu et al., 2012).
Cenozoic intraplate alkali basaltic volcanism in South
China is spatially dispersed along the NE-oriented lithospheric faults (Fig. 1). Among them, the Zhejiang basalts
crop out in the northeastern Cathaysia block. Ar-Ar dating
suggests the Zhejiang basalts erupted mainly in the Miocene
to Pleistocene (Ho et al., 2003), although the oldest K-Ar
age can be up to 41.5 Ma (Zeng et al., 2017). Most of these
basalts carried small mantle xenoliths, including spinel and
garnet lherzolite, and spinel harzburgite, in Xinchang, and
spinel-free dunite, harzburgite, wehrlite, and spinel and garnet lherzolite in Xilong area (e.g., Liu et al., 2012; Lu et al.,
2015; Qi et al., 1995; Zhang et al., 2021, 2015). Fertile
lithologies such as pyroxenites or hydrous mineral (e.g.,
amphibole or phlogopite)-bearing peridotites have not been
observed in these xenoliths (Liu et al., 2012; Lu et al., 2015;
Zhang et al., 2021). Re-Os data indicate the spinel-

Fig. 1. (a) Simpliﬁed tectonic map of SE China, with red circles
denote locations of Cenozoic basalts and mantle xenoliths and (b)
location of studied Cenozoic basalts in the Zhejiang Province.
Modiﬁed after Liu et al. (2012).

Please cite this article in press as: Xu R., et al. Decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic composition of continental intraplate basalts caused by twostage melting process. Geochim. Cosmochim. Acta (2022), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gca.2022.03.014

4

R. Xu et al. / Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta xxx (2022) xxx–xxx

harzburgites are ancient (Archean or Proterozoic) lithospheric mantle relics, while the lherzolites have younger
Os isotope ages and are interpreted as the newly accreted
mantle (Liu et al., 2012), supporting the hypothesis that
the ancient, cold, thick, and depleted lithospheric mantle
has been partly, but not thoroughly, thinned and replaced
by a young, hot, and fertile mantle in the Mesozoic.
Based on the Ar-Ar age, the Zhejiang basalts can be
divided into two groups (Ho et al., 2003). The early-stage
magmatism (Ar-Ar ages of  26–17 Ma) produced small
volume of nephelinites and basanites (low-silica group)
and was located exclusively in the inland area (inner belt).
On the contrary, the late-stage volcanic activity (lateMiocene; < 11 Ma) erupted voluminous basanites, alkali
basalts and tholeiites (high-silica group) closer to the
coastal areas (outer belt) (Fig. 1). Ar-Ar data suggest a
quiet period of magmatic activity between  17
and  11 Ma (Ho et al., 2003).
A total of 40 samples were collected from Xilong (XL)
and Longyou (LY) in the inland area, and from Xinchang
(XC), Shengzhou (SZ) and Tiantai (TT) in the coastal area
(Fig. 1). We note that although He et al. (2020) reported
basalts from Jiande in the inland area with low silica contents and enriched incompatible trace element features,
these basalts have undergone signiﬁcant surface alteration
(LOI = 5.22 – 7.92 wt.%; He et al., 2020) that likely aﬀected
their Zn isotopic composition (Suhr et al., 2018). Therefore,
we excluded the Jiande basalts from our study. Recent geochemical studies showed that the evolved basalts (e.g., samples with MgO < 8 wt.% and SiO2 > 47.5 wt.%) in the
Zhejiang area have suﬀered a complex evolutionary history
involving crustal contamination, fractional crystallization
and magma recharge (Yu et al., 2015, 2017). Hence, during
the ﬁeld campaign in 2018, we targeted primitive MgO-rich
samples (mostly with MgO > 8 wt.% and SiO2 < 47.5
wt.%) following the previously reported GPS coordinates
(Yu et al., 2015; Liu et al., 2016b). The collected samples
are mainly nephelinites, basanites and alkali basalts. Phenocrysts are mainly composed of euhedral olivine and clinopyroxene, with an overall higher proportion of clinopyroxene
phenocrysts in samples from Xinchang and Shenzhou than
in samples from Xilong. Dominant groundmass phases are
clinopyroxene, Fe-Ti-oxide and olivine (Ho et al., 2003; Li
et al., 2015; Liu et al., 2016b).
Major element and Sr-Nd isotopic compositions of
whole rocks were measured by X-ray ﬂuorescence (XRF)
instrument (Shimadzu XRF-1800) and multi-collector
inductively coupled plasma-mass spectrometry (MC-ICPMS), respectively, at the Wuhan Sample Solution Analytical Technology Co., Ltd. Trace element and Zn isotopic
analyses were performed on an Agilent 7500a ICP-MS
and a Nu Plasma 1700 MC-ICP-MS instrument, respectively, at the State Key Laboratory of Geological Processes
and Mineral Resources (GPMR), China University of Geosciences (Wuhan), China. Analyses of secondary standards
show that the relative error for most trace elements is below
5%, and  10% for Ni, Pb, Cr, and Zn. In addition, Sr-Nd
and Zn isotopic analyses on the same standards are consistent with previous studies and recommended values within
the analytical error (0.002‰ and 0.05‰, respectively).

Details of analytical methods can be found in Supplementary Text S1.
3. RESULTS
3.1. Major and trace elements
Bulk rock major and trace element compositions are
provided in Supplementary Tables S1 and S2. All of our
samples have high MgO (7.9–13.8 wt.%) and total alkalis
(3.9–7.4 wt.% Na2O + K2O) contents (Fig. 2a). Samples
from the inland area (XL and LY) have lower silica and
higher alkali contents than samples from the eastern nearshore areas (XC, SZ, and TT). In the following discussion,
we distinguish these two groups of samples as low- and
high-silica samples, respectively.
SiO2 is negatively correlated with several major and
minor element concentrations (MgO, Ni, and Cr; Fig. 2b
& Supplementary Fig. S1), with CaO/Al2O3 ratios, and
with incompatible trace element concentrations (e.g., Sr
and Dy; Supplementary Fig. S1). There is a positive correlation between SiO2 and Sc for SiO2 < 48 wt.% (Fig. 2c).
The three silica richest samples from Shengzhou (SZ) show,
however, slightly lower Sc contents. SiO2 also correlates
negatively with ratios of ‘‘more to less” incompatible trace
elements (e.g., Dy/Yb; Fig. 2d), and with ratios of elements
with similar bulk partition coeﬃcients (e.g., Ce/Pb; Supplementary Fig. S2a). Finally, there is a positive correlation
between SiO2 and ratios of ﬂuid-mobile to less ﬂuidmobile incompatible elements (e.g., K/La; Supplementary
Fig. S2b).
All samples show enrichment in highly to moderately
incompatible elements with a pronounced peak at Nb and
negative anomalies for Pb, Zr, Hf and Ti in the primitive
mantle-normalized trace element diagram (Fig. 3). With
decreasing silica content, the Nb peak and the K, Pb and
Ti negative anomalies become more pronounced, while
the Sr peak tones down. Speciﬁcally, the low-silica samples
from Xilong have the highest incompatible element contents (e.g., Nb) among all of the Cenozoic basalts in eastern
China reported so far (see compilation in Xu et al., 2020b).
3.2. Sr-Nd isotopes
Sr–Nd isotopic compositions are listed in Table S3. The
Sr/86Sr and 143Nd/144Nd compositions of our samples
range from 0.703280 to 0.704271 and 0.512884 to
0.513009, respectively. Samples from Xinchang and Tiantai
(coastal area) display a distinctively higher 143Nd/144Nd
ratio at a given 87Sr/86Sr ratio than samples from Xilong
and Longyou (inland area). Samples from Shengzhou however are separated into two groups: most samples follow the
trend deﬁned by the coastal basalts; two samples fall in the
ﬁeld deﬁned by the inland basalts (Fig. 4a and Supplementary Fig. S3).
87

3.3. Zinc isotopes
Zinc isotopic compositions are provided in Supplementary Table S4. The d66Zn ranges from 0.30‰ to 0.45‰,
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Fig. 2. (a) Total alkalis versus silica (TAS) diagram, (b) MgO versus SiO2, (c) Sc versus SiO2 and (d) Dy/Yb versus SiO2 showing the
compositions of the studied samples from Xilong (XL) and Longyou (LY) in the inland area, and from Xinchang (XC), Shengzhou (SZ) and
Tiantai (TT) in the oﬀshore area. Open triangles show the crustally-contaminated samples from SZ (see text for details). The grey crosses are
published data for the Zhejiang basalts (see Supplementary Fig. S1 for data sources).

which is higher than of the complete range for the mantle
and the oceanic crust (d66Zn  0.2–0.3‰; Wang et al.,
2018). The low-silica basalts have high and a restricted
range of d66Zn values (Figs. 4b, 4c, 5 and Supplementary
Fig. S4). Speciﬁcally, the low-silica samples with the highest
d66Zn show a moderately enriched Sr-Nd isotopic signature, contrasting with the samples with the highest d66Zn
from north China reported by Wang et al., (2018) and
Wang and Liu (2021) that also have the most depleted SrNd isotopic signature.
In comparison to the low-silica basalts, the high-silica
basalts overall show lower d66Zn values that signiﬁcantly
decrease with increasing SiO2 and decreasing alkalis, Zn,
Nb, Zn/Fe, La/Yb, Ba/Th and Ce/Pb (Fig. 5 and Supplementary Fig. S4).
4. DISCUSSION
4.1. Temporal-spatial-compositional variations
Because crustal assimilation can aﬀect the original composition of the ascending magma, it is important to assess
its potential role in the geochemical evolution of the
selected suite of samples. Three samples from Shengzhou
were likely aﬀected by crustal contamination. These three

samples are the most silica-rich (Fig. 2), have signiﬁcantly
higher Sr and lower Nd isotopic ratios than samples from
the same locality (Fig. 4a), and have the lowest Ce/Pb
and Nb/U ratios (Supplementary Fig. S5). These three samples are clearly distinct in the ﬁgures and are discarded from
the discussion. The following observations suggest that the
eﬀect of crustal contamination on the other samples is negligible: (1) the samples are primitive (>8 wt. % MgO;
Fig. 2). (2) Most volcanic suites (e.g., Xilong, Xinchang,
Shenzhou, and Tiantai) contain abundant mantle xenoliths
(Liu et al., 2012; Lu et al., 2015), indicating rapid eruption
of the magma and little residence time in the crust. (3) An
overall negative trend is observed in the TAS diagram
(Fig. 2); signiﬁcant crustal contamination would cause a
positive correlation between silica and alkali contents. (4)
The samples have OIB-like incompatible trace element features (e.g., negative Pb and positive Nb anomalies; Fig. 3)
and their Nb/U and Ce/Pb ratios are comparable to ratios
observed in MORB and OIB (Supplementary Fig. S5).
Notably, the Sr-Nd isotopic ratios of early-stage lowsilica basalts are similar to those of the three crustalcontaminated samples from Shenzhou. However, they are
also more primitive (e.g., higher MgO) and present the
highest Zn isotopic ratios (Fig. 4), in striking contrast with
those aﬀected by crustal contamination (<8 wt. % MgO and
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Fig. 3. Primitive mantle normalized trace element patterns for the studied samples. Primitive mantle values are from McDonough and Sun
(1995).

low Zn isotopic ratios) suggesting a very diﬀerent origin for
the low-silica Sr-Nd isotopic signature.
Early- and later-stage magmatism shows systematic spatial and compositional diﬀerences. Compared to the latestage basalts, the early-stage basalts have, on average, (1)
higher alkali and MgO contents, lower SiO2 and Al2O3 contents and higher CaO/Al2O3 ratios (Figs. 2 and S1), (2)
higher compatible trace element contents (e.g., Ni and Cr;
Supplementary Fig. S1), (3) higher incompatible trace element contents (e.g., Sr and Dy; Supplementary Fig. S1),
(4) higher ratios of more to less incompatible elements
(e.g., Dy/Yb; Fig. 2), (5) higher ratios of elements with similar bulk partition coeﬃcients (e.g., Ce/Pb; Supplementary
Fig. S2), (6) lower ratios of ﬂuid-mobile to less ﬂuidmobile elements (e.g., K/La; Supplementary Fig. S2) and
(7) higher Ni/Co, Zn/Fe and Mn/Fe ratios (Fig. 6). Finally,
the early-stage basalts display a coupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic
signal with moderately enriched Sr-Nd isotopic signatures
and high d66Zn, while the late-stage basalts show a decoupled signature with d66Zn decreasing with increasing SiO2
and 87Sr/86Sr and with decreasing alkalis and 143Nd/144Nd
(Figs. 4, 5). The systematic spatial, temporal, and compositional diﬀerences described here suggest that magma formation for the two groups was controlled by generally diﬀerent
mantle sources/processes.
4.2. Constraints on melting conditions
Yang et al. (2019) developed a parameter, FCKANTMS
(see caption of Fig. 6 for its deﬁnition), to distinguish
between ‘‘maﬁc” (bulk Mg# <85 and olivine modal abundance < 50 wt.%), ‘‘transitional”, and ‘‘peridotitic” (bulk
Mg# >89 and olivine modal abundance > 60 wt.%) sources

using the major elements of basalts. Results plotted in
Fig. 6 show that basalt compositions mostly fall in the ﬁelds
of transitional and maﬁc lithologies. Interestingly, none of
the compositions falls in the ﬁeld of strictly peridotitic
composition, and the good positive correlation between
the Fe/Mn ratio and FCKANTMS (Fig. 6b) could suggest
an increase of the maﬁc component towards high
FCKANTMS values. However, this assumption is not supported by other transition metal concentrations. In fact,
samples that show the highest Ni/Co ratios (presumably
representing a peridotitic source, see Section 5.4) also present the highest Zn/Fe ratios (presumably representing an
eclogitic source) (Fig. 6d; Le Roux et al., 2011). Additionally, FCKANTMS values for the early-stage basalts fall
inside the range covered by the late-stage basalts. This also
contrasts with our observations on the major and trace element (Fig. 2) and isotopic data (Fig. 4). Finally, comparison between basalt compositions and experimental melts
(Fig. 7) shows that early-stage basalts overlap with compositions produced by reaction between carbonated eclogite
melt and peridotite (Mallik and Dasgupta, 2014). The
late-stage samples form a trend that extend from the most
silica-deﬁcient samples to compositions of melt produced
by peridotite melting. Because of these contrasted signals,
in order to determine the source lithologies involved in
the generation of these basalts, it is important to characterize the melting conditions in the source.
Transitional lithologies (e.g., Lambart et al., 2009), as
predicted by the FCKANTMS values, lithologies resulting
from the reaction between peridotite and carbonated eclogite melt (Mallik and Dasgupta, 2014), as suggested in Fig. 7,
and peridotites, all contain pyroxenes and olivine as subsolidus phases. Hence, we can use Lee et al.’s (2009) ther-
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mometer and barometer to estimate the P-T conditions of
melt segregation. The thermodynamic basis is the Fe-Mg
exchange reaction between olivine and melt for the thermometer and the melt silica activity buﬀered by coexisting
olivine-orthopyroxene for the barometer. In practice, the
thermobarometer should only be applied to samples with
SiO2 > 40 wt.% that are simultaneously saturated in
orthopyroxene and olivine in the source region, both of
which are satisﬁed here. Moreover, the thermobarometer
is suitable for melts having undergone olivine fractionation
after the magma segregated from the mantle source. Except
for the three SZ samples that experienced signiﬁcant crustal
assimilation, our samples have MgO > ~8 wt.% and SiO2
< ~47.5 wt.%, indicating that they have primarily fraction-
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ated olivine (e.g., if signiﬁcant fractionation of clinopyroxene had occurred, sensitive elements, such as Sc, would be
signiﬁcantly depleted in the MgO-poor and SiO2-rich samples, which is not observed). For fO2 in the calculations, we
assume a magmatic Fe3+/RFe of 0.15. In fact, recent
olivine-melt partitioning measurements for V suggest that
Cenozoic basalts in eastern China have a high fO2 due to
recycling of carbonate (Hong et al., 2020). This is consistent
with the V/Sc ratios of the basalts that fall into the ﬁeld of
OIBs (Supplementary Fig. S6) that are, overall, slightly
more oxidized than MORB (Moussallam et al., 2019).
For magmatic H2O contents, we use the average of 2.0
wt.% obtained from clinopyroxene FTIR data (Liu et al.,
2016b). For olivine Fo content in the mantle source, we
assume Fo90, which is close to that of the DMM
(Workman and Hart, 2005). Although there must be natural variation of olivine Fo content in the mantle source,
a ± 1 variation in Fo value will propagate to P-T estimates
generally within the uncertainty of Lee et al’s thermobarometer. Furthermore, considering our samples have a
hybrid source, Fo90 should be regarded as a maximum
value. Prescribing a lower Fo content will shift the estimation to lower P-T conditions, and therefore the P-T
obtained here should be considered as maximum values.
With the above constraints, calculations using Lee et al.
(2009) thermobarometer reveal that two groups of samples
with distinct trends can be identiﬁed on a SiO2 vs. pressure
diagram (Supplementary Fig. S7). Early-stage basalts display relatively high calculated pressures, low SiO2 contents
(< 43 wt.%) and small variations of the silica content; on
average, the late-stage basalts exhibit lower pressures, and
both higher concentrations and larger variations in silica
(blue line in Supplementary Fig. S7). We attribute this phenomenon to the presence of CO2 in basalts with SiO2 < 43
wt.% (see Section 4.3). Lee et al. (2009) empirical model
does not take into account the impact of CO2 on the silica
activity. Therefore, applying these thermobarometers to
carbonated melts can result in large uncertainties on P-T
estimates. Hence, we employ an additional step here to

3
Fig. 4. (a) Variation of 143Nd/144Nd versus 87Sr/86Sr for the studied
basalts. Error bars (2r) are smaller than the symbols. (b-c)
Variation of d66Zn as a function of 87Sr/86Sr and eNd for the
studied basalts. Error bars represent 2r. Also shown for comparison are the isotopic compositions of DMM, MORB-eclogite
(altered oceanic crust), carbonated eclogite, lithospheric mantle
melt and GLOSS (mean composition for subducted sediments). The
red line illustrates mixing between MORB-like eclogite and
carbonate components to form the carbonated eclogite component.
The purple curve represents the mixing line between DMM and
carbonated eclogite components. The blue line represents mixing
between the lithospheric mantle and GLOSS components and the
gray lines illustrate the mixing range between the asthenospheric
components and the subduction modiﬁed lithospheric component.
Choices of Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic compositions and element contents of
the modeled endmembers and the details of the isotopic calculations
are provided in Supplementary Text S3. Symbols for the studied
samples are the same as in Fig. 2. See also Supplementary Fig. S9 for
an enlargement of Fig. 4a and the full range of Fig. 4b that shows all
the end members including GLOSS and carbonate sediments.
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Fig. 5. Variations of d66Zn with (a) SiO2 and (b) La/Yb. Data for alkali basalts from Shandong, North China craton (grey cross symbols) are
from Wang et al. (2018). Data source for d66Zn of refractory peridotites is in Wang et al. (2018). The pink arrow indicates increasing
contribution from the carbonated component. Symbols are the same as in Fig. 2. (See Supplementary Fig. S4 for variations with total alkali,
Zn and Nb contents and with Zn/Fe, Ba/Th and Ce/Pb ratio).

Fig. 6. (a-c) FCKANTMS (FCKANTMS = ln(FeO/CaO) 0.08*ln(K2O/Al2O3) 0.052*ln(TiO2/Na2O) 0.036*ln(Na2O/K2O)*ln(Na2O/
0.062*(ln(MgO/SiO2))3 –0.641*(ln(MgO/SiO2))2 –1.871*ln(MgO/SiO2)
1.473, in wt.%) as function of (a) ln(SiO2/(CaO +
TiO2)
Na2O + TiO2)), (b) the Fe/Mn ratios, and (c) the Ce/Pb ratios for the studied basalts. Dashed lines in (a) and (b) indicate the boundaries
between the various lithologies potentially present in the magma source deﬁned by Yang et al. (2019). (d) Ni/Co ratios as function of the
Zn/Fe*104 ratios in the studied basalts. Symbols are the same as in Fig. 2.

correct the eﬀect of CO2 on P-T estimation for basalts with
SiO2 < 43 wt.% (See Supplementary Text S2 for details on
the applied correction).

After P-T correction, we ﬁnd that our samples equilibrated with or segregated from the mantle source
between  1380–1515 °C and  2.2–4.0 GPa (Fig. 8). The
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Fig. 7. The studied basalts compared to experimentally derived partial melt compositions of dry peridotite (Takahashi and Kushiro, 1983;
Takahashi and Scarfe, 1985; Takahashi et al., 1993; Walter, 1998), MORB-eclogite (Pertermann and Hirschmann, 2003; Spandler et al., 2008),
silica-deﬁcient pyroxenite (Hirschmann et al., 2003; Keshav et al., 2004; Kogiso and Hirschmann, 2006; Lambart et al., 2013), carbonated
eclogite (Dasgupta et al., 2006; Gerbode and Dasgupta, 2010), carbonated peridotite (Hirose, 1997; Dasgupta et al., 2007) and carbonated
sediment (Tsuno and Dasgupta, 2011) on the Ca-Tschermak-Anorthite-Quartz-Enstatite-Forsterite (CaTs-An-Q-En-Fo) plane from Diopside
(Di), after the projection scheme of O’Hara (1968). The CaTs-En join is a thermal divide composed of garnet-pyroxene. Also shown are
volatile-free peridotite (KLB-1), experimental basaltic andesite composition (BAC; Mallik and Dasgupta, 2012) and modelled isopleths of
melt compositions from MORB-eclogite melt-peridotite reaction (Mallik and Dasgupta, 2014). The solid and dashed lines with numbers
represent eclogite melt fraction (5–35%) and amount of CO2 (0–2%) in the source, respectively.

majority of P-T data plots close to the 1420 °C mantle adiabat, which is slightly higher than the upper end of the global variation of normal mantle potential temperature
(Tp  1350–1410 °C). Considering small amounts of carbonated eclogite were involved in mantle melting (see Section 4.3), the melting temperature obtained here can only
be considered as a maximum value. These temperatures
are not consistent with the signiﬁcant positive thermal
anomaly usually required for deep-rooted hot spots
(Herzberg et al., 2007). The absence of deep-rooted mantle
plume is also consistent with seismic results in this region
(Huang and Zhao, 2006). All these imply that, consistent
with previous studies (Li et al., 2015; Liu et al., 2016b;
Sun et al., 2017; Jin et al., 2020), our samples were most
likely generated by adiabatic decompression melting of
the asthenosphere containing variable amounts of
H2O ± CO2, rather than an active upwelling mantle plume.
Remarkably, while most of the early-stage samples plot
at asthenospheric T and P, later-stage magmatism extends
into the base of the sub-continental lithospheric mantle
(SCLM), corresponding to the depth of lithosphereasthenosphere boundary (LAB, 80–100 km) (Ma and

Wu, 1987; Chung et al., 1994; Sun et al., 2017). The
later-stage magmas also plot close or slightly below the
1420 °C adiabat, that is at P-T conditions signiﬁcantly hotter than the expected conditions for the cold lithospheric
mantle. This suggests that either they represent adiabatic
melting/melt ascending path or they did not signiﬁcantly
re-equilibrate with the conditions of the lithospheric conductive geotherm. These observations suggest that both
the carbonated asthenosphere and lower part of the lithospheric mantle were involved in magma genesis, as we will
discuss later.
4.3. Early-stage low-silica samples: melts of carbonated
eclogite-bearing asthenosphere
As discussed in Section 4.2, major element data suggest
melting of a peridotitic mantle alone cannot account for the
genesis of our low-silica basalts and a lithologicallyheterogeneous mantle source should be involved. This is
further supported by the observation that peridotites intensively metasomatized by carbonatites or carbonated silicate
melts seem to still preserve mantle-like Mg isotopic compo-
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Fig. 8. Melting P-T conditions for the studied basalts. Source for the anhydrous peridotite solidus and the hydrous peridotite solidus with 0.6
wt.% and 1.0 wt.% H2O and the detailed calculations of melt fraction lines with F = 5, 10, 15 and 20% can be found in Fig. 7 of Xu et al.
(2020a). Near vertical lines are mantle adiabats with potential temperature of 1300, 1400, 1500 and 1600 °C (black) and  1420 °C (blue),
respectively. LAB denotes lithosphere-asthenosphere boundary. Data source for the garnet/spinel (Gt/Sp) transition is from Klemme and
O’Neill (2000). Symbols are the same as in Fig. 2. The three samples aﬀected by crustal contamination are not plotted.

sitions (-0.27‰ to 0.10‰) (Wang et al., 2016), and clearly
cannot account for the low-d26Mg (-0.46 ± 0.14‰) of the
low-silica basalts (Huang et al., 2015; Li et al., 2016; Jin
et al., 2020). Therefore, at least one additional component
originating from the asthenosphere has played an important role in the low-silica melt formation.
Trace element characteristics of the early-stage samples
show pronounced peaks (i.e., relative enrichments) for elements, such as Nb, LREEs and Sr, and negative anomalies
(relative depletions) for elements, such as K, Pb, Zr, Hf and
Ti (Fig. 3), resulting in high Ce/Pb, low K/La and Ti/Eu
ratios, similar to trace elements patterns in rocks with high
U/Pb (or high mu - HIMU) ratios. Rocks with HIMU type
trace element and isotopic compositions, e.g. unradiogenic
87
Sr/86Sr (<0.7040) and intermediate 143Nd/144Nd
(0.5128–29), are commonly interpreted to be derived from

a source containing recycled dehydrated oceanic crust
(MORB-like eclogite) (Hofmann, 1997). However, the pronounced negative anomalies for high ﬁeld strength elements
Zr, Hf and Ti in early-stage samples (Fig. 3) are similar to
those observed in oceanic carbonatites (Hoernle et al.,
2002), some ocean island basalts (Castillo, 2015) and continental intraplate basalts (Zeng et al., 2010). Partitioning
reaction between low-silica, CO2-rich melts and carbonated
eclogite may account for such Zr-Hf-Ti depletions, high
alkali contents, elevated CaO/Al2O3 and low Ti/Eu ratios
of these low-silica samples.
Because of the remarkable compositional diﬀerence
between silicates and carbonates (Liu and Li, 2019 and references therein), zinc isotopic ratios have proven to be a
very eﬃcient tool to identify the involvement of recycled
carbonates in magmatic processes (Liu et al., 2016a, 2020;
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Wang et al., 2018; Beunon et al., 2020; Jin et al., 2020;
Kong et al., 2022; Li et al., 2021; Wang and Liu, 2021). Zinc
isotopic compositions of the Zhejiang basalts (d66Zn =
0.30‰–0.45‰) extend well beyond the ﬁeld of peridotitic
mantle (Doucet et al., 2016; Wang et al., 2017; Huang
et al., 2018a, 2019; Sossi et al., 2018; Liu and Li, 2019;
Doucet et al., 2020) and MORB (d66Zn < 0.30‰)
(Wang et al., 2017; Huang et al., 2018b; Liao et al., 2020)
and cannot be explained by melting, crustal contamination
or fractionation processes. In fact, for the range of MgO
contents observed in our samples (7.9–13.8 wt.%), crustal
assimilation and/or fractionation of olivine and clinopyroxene during magma ascent can only produce small Zn isotope fractionation (less than 0.1‰) (Chen et al., 2013;
McCoy-West et al., 2018; Yang and Liu, 2019). Similarly,
Zn isotope fractionation during partial melting rarely
exceeds  0.1‰, (Wang et al., 2017). In addition, Crspinel/chromite fractionation during magma evolution will
lead to higher d66Zn but lower Zn contents than the unfractionated primary magma (Yang et al., 2021a), which is in
contrast with our samples that show both high d66Zn and
Zn contents. Therefore, the Zn isotopic compositions of our
basalts most likely reﬂect their mantle source characteristics.
Slab dehydration in subduction zones liberates hydrous
ﬂuids with high d66Zn (Pons et al., 2016), and the residue, a
dehydrated MORB-eclogite, should therefore (due to mass
balance) possess lower d66Zn than a MORB protolith. A
dehydrated MORB-eclogite therefore cannot be responsible
for the high d66Zn of our samples. Hence, combining high
d66Zn values and carbonate-imprinted major and trace element signatures (see above), we consider that recycled carbonated eclogite is the most likely candidate for the highd66Zn agent. This conclusion is also supported by the observation that our low-silica samples have CaO/Al2O3 ratios
(0.71–0.98) and TiO2 contents (2.02–2.80 wt.%) within the
range of experimental partial melts of carbonated silicaexcess eclogite (CaO/Al2O3 = 0.5–1.0 and TiO2 = 1.9–3.9
wt.%) (Gerbode and Dasgupta, 2010), consistent with the
involvement of a carbonated MORB-like eclogite source.
We note that melting of carbonated sediments could also
produce high d66Zn, but would also result in elevated K
contents and K/Na ratios (Tsuno and Dasgupta, 2011),
not consistent with our major element observations
(Supplementary Table S1; Fig. 7). Finally, although it is
impossible to completely rule out the possibility that the
source of carbon is an ancient isolated primordial mantle
reservoir, the lack of experimental data does not allow us
to predict if low-degree incipient carbonatite melts originating from such a pristine carbon-bearing source are capable
of having high-d66Zn values compatible with those of natural basalts.
Following the method of Beunon et al. (2020), calculations using a simple mixing model (see details in
Supplementary Text S3) reveal that mixing of  10% carbonates with MORB-eclogite can reproduce carbonated
eclogite melt with d66Zn as high as 0.45‰ (Fig. 4b-c).
Subsequent blending of this high-d66Zn carbonated eclogite
component with less than 5% matrix DMM-derived lowdegree melt (F = 1%) would generate both the elevated
Zn isotopic ratios and the relatively enriched Sr-Nd isotopic
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compositions of the low-silica samples (Fig. 4), which
explains their coupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signatures. We
acknowledge that the results are model-dependent and
using other end-member compositions will change the proportion of each end-member in the mixing calculations.
However, estimating the absolute proportions of each
end-member is beyond the scope of this study. Our goal
is to demonstrate that we can reproduce the geochemical
trends, and especially the coupled versus decoupled ZnSr-Nd isotopic signatures of these two groups of basalt
using our mixing model. This model also explains the good
correlations between melting depth proxies (e.g., SiO2 and
Dy/Yb), melting degree-sensitive element ratios (e.g., La/
Yb) and the source-variation-sensitive ratios (e.g., Ti/Eu
and Ba/Th; Fig. 9), highlighting that the high-d66Zn, and
low Ti/Eu, Sr/Nd, K/La and Ba/Th signature of the fusible
carbonated eclogite can only be preserved in high pressure,
low degree melts. The P-T equilibrium constraints provide
further support that the low-silica melts come from a deep
source (Fig. 8). We note that one of the early-stage basalt
(18LY02) plots at a signiﬁcantly lower P and T, in the range
of the lithosphere-asthenosphere boundary (LAB). This
sample has high d66Zn (Fig. 4) coupled with high La/Yb
and Dy/Yb, and low Lu/Hf, Ti/Eu, K/La and Ba/Th
ratios, similar to other early-stage samples (Fig. 9). Hence
this sample was most likely also generated in the asthenosphere, and then its major element composition was equilibrated at the LAB during magma ascent.
A carbonated eclogite-bearing asthenospheric source for
low-silica samples has also been proposed by Wang et al.
(2018) for basalts from Shandong (North China Craton).
However, in this area, the low-silica samples show strongly
decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd signature (the samples with the highest
d66Zn are also the samples with the most depleted Sr-Nd
isotopic signatures; see Fig. 2H and Fig. DR5 in Wang
et al., 2018), which contrasts with our observations
(Fig. 4). Our low-silica samples with the highest Zn isotope
ratios show moderately enriched Sr-Nd isotopic signature,
highlighting that the coupled enriched Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic
signal of the carbonated eclogite component can only be
preserved by low degree partial melts. This is further supported by the fact that the low-silica samples from Xilong
have the highest incompatible element contents (e.g., Nb
content up to  300 ppm) and hence likely represent the
lowest melting degrees among all of the Cenozoic basalts
in eastern China reported so far (see compilation in Xu
et al., 2020b).
4.4. Later-stage high-silica samples: products of carbonated
asthenosphere-lithosphere interaction
Although there is a consensus that partial melting of a
heterogeneous asthenosphere contributes to the geochemical variation of the early-stage maﬁc volcanic rocks (Ho
et al., 2003; Li et al., 2015; Liu et al., 2016b; Sun et al.,
2017; Jin et al., 2020), the origin of the late-stage highsilica group samples remains contentious. Some studies
favored the involvement of a silica-rich component in the
asthenosphere (Li et al., 2015; Liu et al., 2016b; Jin et al.,
2020), whereas others suggested that the lithospheric man-
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Fig. 9. La/Yb, Lu/Hf, Ti/Eu, Sr/Nd, K/La, Ba/Th versus Dy/Yb for the studied basalts. Horizontal arrows indicate increasing melting
pressure in (a-f). Vertical arrows indicate decreasing melting degree in (a), increasing melting pressure in (b), increasing contribution from
carbonatite melt in (c) and increasing contribution from subduction-modiﬁed sub-continental lithospheric mantle in (d-f). Symbols are the
same as in Fig. 2.

tle could play a role in the geochemical variation of the
magmas, by either acting as a rigid lid that limits the ﬁnal
depth of melting and/or by directly contributing to the melt
(Ho et al., 2003; Sun et al., 2017). Albeit our P-T estimates
show that melt equilibration depths for the high-silica
group range from the asthenospheric mantle to the
lithosphere-asthenosphere boundary (80–100 km) (Ma
and Wu, 1987; An and Shi, 2006), the unique P-T condition
represented by each basalt may, however, not necessarily

reﬂect a melting process. Two possible scenarios exist: in
the ﬁrst case, the melt thermobarometer only records the
ﬁnal P-T of melt equilibration (i.e., the P-T conditions of
melt segregation); in the second case, the thermobarometer
records the average P-T conditions of the melting column.
In the ﬁrst case, the shallowest P-T estimate could be
explained by melt-rock reactions in the SCLM during
magma transport. In the second case, direct melting of
the lower part of the SCLM must be involved. Addition-
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ally, samples may have been re-equilibrated at shallower
conditions during magma transport (as suggested for
18LY02). However, this would result in a signiﬁcantly
lower temperature as the re-equilibrated sample would plot
closer to the lithospheric geothermal gradient. This is not
observed in the late-stage samples. P-T calculations also
reveal that high-silica group melt generation also occurred
in the garnet peridotite stability ﬁeld (Fig. 8), which is further supported by the low Lu/Hf (<0.07) and high Dy/Yb
ratios (>2.9) observed in all samples (Fig. 9). [For comparison, the average N-MORB has Lu/Hf  2 and Dy/
Yb  1.7 (Gale et al., 2013)]. The negative correlation
between Lu/Hf and Dy/Yb ratios suggests a decrease of
the residual garnet mode from the low-silica group to the
high silica group that also supports shallower melting
depths for the high-silica samples.
In Section 4.3, we identiﬁed two components to explain
the early-stage magmatism: DMM and a carbonated eclogite derived from a previously subducted slab containing
both eclogite and carbonate. Fig. 4a shows that at least a
third component is required to account for the Sr-Nd isotopic variations of the high-silica group. This third component is characterized by more radiogenic Sr and less
radiogenic Nd isotopic ratios, but by a lower d66Zn compared to the isotopic composition of the carbonated eclogite. It was recently proposed to be recycled Paciﬁc oceanic
crust in the form of eclogite/pyroxenite (Li et al., 2015;
Liu et al., 2016b; Jin et al., 2020). In fact, higher values
for the FCKANTMS parameter (Yang et al., 2019) and
lower Ni/Co ratios (Le Roux et al., 2011) may suggest a
higher proportion of a maﬁc component. However, this is
not consistent with the relatively low Zn/Fe ratios observed
in the high-silica group that suggest a peridotitic source
(Fig. 6 and Supplementary Fig. S4c). Additionally,
FCKANTMS values for the late-stage basalts are not systematically higher than the values for the early-stage
basalts, but also expand toward slightly lower values. We
propose that the third component could be the
subduction-modiﬁed SCLM. Although no whole rock trace
element data have been reported for the peridotite xenoliths
in the Zhejiang area, available trace element data for Cpx in
peridotite xenoliths from the SCLM beneath the Zhejiang
area show enrichment in ﬂuid-mobile trace elements such
as U, Pb and Sr in the primitive mantle-normalized trace
element diagram (Liu et al., 2012; Lu et al., 2015). In addition, whole rock trace element data of peridotite xenoliths
in the adjacent Lianshan area also display enrichment in
ﬂuid-mobile trace elements (Lu et al., 2013). Finally, arclike trace element features (e.g., LILE enrichment and
HFSE depletion) and enriched Sr-Nd isotopes are also
recorded in the SCLM-derived lavas, indicating the SCLM
under South China have been modiﬁed by subducted
sediment-derived melt during the Mesozoic Paleo-Paciﬁc
Plate subduction (Guo et al., 2021; Wang and Yan,
2021). All these support the presence of subductionmodiﬁed SCLM at depth. A contribution of melts derived
from an overlying, metasomatized refractory harzburgitic
lithosphere in the formation of later stage basalts can
explain 1) their relatively low Dy/Yb and high Lu/Hf ratios
(Fig. 9), consistent with the thermobarometer constraints
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(Fig. 8), 2) their major element compositions that suggest
an increase of the contribution of peridotite melt (Fig. 7),
3) their high K/La, Ba/Th and Sr/Nd (Fig. 9), indicating
a greater contribution from subduction-modiﬁed SCLM
components (McGee et al., 2013), 4) their enriched Sr-Nd
isotopic compositions that are similar to those reported
for peridotite xenoliths found in alkali lavas (Supplementary Fig. S3), and 5) their low Ni/Co ratio. In fact, Co being
less compatible than Ni in olivine (Herzberg et al., 2016)
and a higher proportion of the olivine in the source, as
expected in a residual lithology, should result in a lower
Ni/Co ratio in the melt. In addition, Ni and Co concentrations in basalts, both from early and late-stage magmatism,
can be explained by fractionation of olivine from a peridotite melt (Supplementary Fig. S8).
Isotopic modelling shows that mixing of 7–9% subducted sediment with partial melts of SCLM could well
account for the enriched Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic compositions
of the high-silica samples (Fig. 4). Further evidence in support of the involvement of subduction-related lithospheric
mantle in the magma genesis comes from lead isotopes:
high-silica basalts in North China show strong EM1 signature, while those in South China contain EM2-type
enriched component. Considering that large-scale convection of asthenosphere tends to remix any zonation of geochemical heterogeneities, it is more likely that the
zonation of the EM1 and EM2 component is stored in
the SCLM (e.g., Xu et al., 2018; Zou et al., 2000). Although
mantle xenoliths in SE China have generally depleted SrNd-Pb isotopic compositions, some xenoliths present compositions pointing toward the EM2 endmember. This signature was interpreted as introduced in the SCLM by the
Mesozoic Paciﬁc plate subduction activities (Tatsumoto
et al., 1992). Hence, the EM2 signature of basalts from
South China also supports sediment-derived ﬂuid incorporated in the lower SCLM during subduction episodes. This
isotopically enriched SCLM component was later sampled,
via either direct lithospheric melting or carbonated meltlithosphere reaction, by the Cenozoic asthenosphericderived melts.
Melting of a subcontinental harzburgite might also
explain the higher Fe/Mn ratios and FCKANTMS values
observed in some of the late-stage basalts (Fig. 6b). In fact,
because iron is more compatible than Mn in olivine, the
residual mantle is expected to be richer in iron and poorer
in Mn than the asthenospheric mantle (e.g., Lee, 2004).
Additionally, partial melting of residual harzburgite is
known to produce silica-rich melt in comparison to lherzolite melting (e.g., Falloon and Danyushevsky, 2000).
Finally, many lithospheric mantle samples are known to
be richer in SiO2 and contain a higher proportion of
orthopyroxene than the expected residual mantle from partial melting (e.g., Kelemen et al., 1992). All these factors
will result in an increase of the Fe/Mn ratio and silica content of the melt.
There are some major ﬂaws in the model of a carbonated
melt reacting with a refractory lithosphere to produce the
high-silica basalts, as this implies a pure melt-rock reaction
without melting, which may not act as a viable mechanism
to account for the origin of high-silica alkali basalts. First,
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interaction between carbonated silica-undersaturated melt
and lithospheric peridotite would preferentially precipitate
olivine and clinopyroxene at the expense of orthopyroxene
(Wyllie and Huang, 1976; Zhang et al., 2017; Aulbach et al.,
2020), through the reaction:
3Mg2 Si2 O6 (Opx) + CaMg(CO3 )2 (melt)
= CaMgSi2 O6 (Cpx) + 3Mg2 SiO4 (Ol)
+ SiO2 (melt) + 2CO2 (melt).
Due to Opx dissolution and Ol + Cpx crystallization, an
increase of SiO2 and decrease of MgO, Ni, Cr and Sc in the
reacted melt is expected. Although this is consistent with
the higher SiO2 and lower MgO, Ni and Cr content of
high-silica samples compared to the low-silica basalts, the
positive correlation between SiO2 and Sc (Fig. 2c) for the
primitive samples argues against this expectation. Second,
large variations of Dy/Yb and Ti/Eu ratios (Fig. 9) cannot
be caused by a reaction process involving only Ol, Cpx and
Opx; these minerals do not signiﬁcantly fractionate Dy and
Ti from Yb and Eu, respectively (e.g., Halliday et al., 1995
and references therein). Third, while alkali contents are
lower in high-silica basalts than in low-silica basalts
(Fig. 2), the reaction of a melt with a subsolidus lithospheric mantle should result in melt consumption
(Lambart et al., 2012) and increase of the incompatible element concentration, such as Na and K, in the residual melt.
Finally, because Zn content of orthopyroxene is too low,
the reactive process cannot produce d66Zn as low as
observed in the high-silica samples (Wang et al., 2018).
Therefore, the generation of the high-silica samples most
likely involve partial melting of the lower sub-continental
lithospheric mantle. Although it seems petrologically diﬃcult to remelt a refractory harzburgitic lithosphere due to
its relatively high solidus temperature, we propose that such
melting scenario can be achieved if the following two
requirements are met: (1) the SCLM is not a simple melting
residue but has been metasomatized during later subduction and (2) inﬁltration of asthenospheric-derived volatilerich (e.g., high CO2 and H2O concentrations) low-silica
melt into the overlying lithospheric mantle can induce ﬂux
melting of the subduction-modiﬁed SCLM. The former criteria is supported by recent geochemical studies of Cretaceous arc-like rocks in South China that show that these
magmas are formed in an active continental arc and that
their SCLM source has been metasomatized by melts/ﬂuids
from subducted sediment (Guo et al., 2021). The latter condition is supported by the high water (up to 2.6 wt.%; Liu
et al., 2016b) and high CO2 contents (2.4–5.5 wt.%; calculated using the simple model of Dasgupta et al., 2013) estimated for the asthenospheric derived low-silica melt from
Zhejiang. We also want to highlight that the overall
depleted isotopic compositions of mantle xenoliths in SE
China (Tatsumoto et al., 1992; Qi et al., 1995) cannot be
used as evidence against the contribution of the SCLM,
because these shallow-seated, isotopically depleted xenoliths do not often have a cogenetic relationship with the
host basalts with a deeper origin. The above discussion
indicates that melting of the ﬂuid-mobile incompatible trace
element and Sr-Nd isotopically enriched SCLM to produce
the late-stage high-silica basalts is highly likely.

The high-silica alkali basalts thus oﬀer an opportunity to
elucidate the processes involved during melt-lithosphere
interactions. Our study allows us to deﬁne three components directly participating to magma genesis: one pure
component represented by the ubiquitous depleted asthenospheric peridotite (i.e., DMM), and two mixed components:
a carbonated eclogite produced by mixing between recycled
MORB-type eclogite and carbonate, and a refractory
harzburgitic SCLM, metasomatized by subducting sediments during fossil subduction. The relative contributions
of these discrete components to the ﬁnal erupted melts
are controlled by melting conditions (i.e., pressure and
degree of melting) and time, which should be selfconsistent within a geodynamic context.
To further constrain the relative contributions of the
subduction-modiﬁed lithospheric mantle and of the carbonated eclogite-bearing asthenosphere, we constructed a simple melt mixing model using Zn and Sr-Nd isotopic ratios
(Figs. 4 and S9). Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic compositions and element contents of the modeled endmembers and details of
the isotopic calculations are provided in Supplementary
Text S3. Our model predicts the depleted endmember of
the late-stage basalts can be produced by mixing of  9–1
9% depleted peridotite mantle-derived melt with carbonated eclogite melt (81–91%) (Fig. 4) at asthenospheric
pressures (Fig. 8). During subsequent mantle decompression, the depleted late-stage basalts samples mix with melt
derived from the subduction-modiﬁed lithospheric mantle,
resulting in an increase of the Sr isotopic ratio and a
decrease of the Nd and Zn isotopic ratios. While the XC
samples show the strongest lithospheric signature (i.e., the
most decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signature and the highest FCKANTMS values), the increase of the lithospheric
component contribution is best illustrated by the TT samples. A slightly higher degree of melting and a limited contribution of the SCLM can explain the lowest
FCKANTMS values (Fig. 6) and the highest P of melting
of the late-stage basalts (Fig. 8), as well as the slightly more
depleted isotopic signal in comparison to the inland basalts
(Fig. 4). As decompression continues, TT samples record a
higher contribution of the SCLM that dilutes the asthenospheric signal. Mixing of carbonated asthenospheric melt
with melt derived from a metasomatized lithosphere also
explains the correlations between alkalis, SiO2, Nb contents, La/Yb, Ba/Th and Ce/Pb ratios and Zn isotopes
for the high-silica samples (Fig. 5 and Supplementary
Fig. S4), and consequently may elucidate the origin of the
decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signal of both the later-stage
samples and other continental intraplate basalts.
4.5. Small-scale convection as possible geodynamic trigger
for magmatic processes
Together with previous geophysical observations, our
new geochemical data provide insights into the geodynamics for generation and evolution of continental intraplate
basalts underneath SE China. The continuous lowvelocity zone revealed by seismic tomography around
400 km depth (Huang and Zhao, 2006) could be related
to deep generation of carbonatite melt through partial melt-
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ing of carbonated eclogite (e.g., stagnant Paciﬁc slab in the
MTZ) (Thomson et al., 2016). When percolating through
the mantle, carbonatitic melts may encounter blob or veins
of CO2-free MORB-type eclogite. Interaction of carbonatite with eclogite will result in the formation of carbonated
silicate melts (Gerbode and Dasgupta, 2010). Alternatively,
partial melting of carbonated eclogite embedded in the convecting mantle can also produce carbonated silicate melts
(Dasgupta et al., 2006). Carbonated silicate melts reacting
with a subsolidus peridotitic matrix (Xu et al., 2020b) or
mixing with low-degree melts of peridotite can both produce low-silica alkali basalt. The higher Zn isotopic ratios
and moderately enriched Sr-Nd isotopic signature of the
low-silica samples (Fig. 4), the negative correlations of
SiO2 contents and Sr isotopic ratios with Zn isotopic ratios
for the high-silica samples (Figs. 4b, 5a), as well as the positive correlations of La/Yb, Dy/Yb and Nd isotopic ratios
with Zn isotopic ratios of the high-silica samples
(Figs. 4c, 5b), all indicate that the geochemical signatures
with strongest aﬃnities to the carbonated eclogite component are primarily sampled by the low-silica melts generated
at the deepest melting depths.
With decompression, the carbonated eclogite will be
eventually exhausted, resulting in dampening the carbonated eclogite signature with an increasing contribution of melts derived from the depleted mantle. In
contrast, subduction-ﬂuid markers are most striking in
the high-silica samples from the shallowest equilibrium
depths. This is achieved by melting the overlying
subduction-modiﬁed lithospheric mantle during further
decompression.
Despite our self-consistent model of the mantle melting
process, fundamental questions remain concerning the
causes for mantle upwelling and the spatial and temporal
distribution of basaltic volcanism. Eastern China is characterized by zero ‘‘extension rate”, excluding extensional tectonics as the primary trigger for melt generation and
evolution in SE China (Niu, 2005). There is, however,
abundant evidence for variations of the lithospheric thickness beneath eastern China. Geophysical observations
revealed that the present-day thickness of lithosphere in
SE China increases suddenly from the coastline (80 km
for the high-silica samples) though the middle zone
(100 km for the low-silica samples) toward the continental
interior (190 km) (Deng et al., 2021; Yang et al., 2021b).
This edge-like LAB underneath SE China may facilitate the
formation of high mantle ﬂux small-scale convection cell at
the base of the lithosphere (King and Anderson, 1998), with
a length scale comparable with the spatial distribution of
Cenozoic basalts in SE China. The variation of the lithosphere thickness would induce eastward ﬂow of the
asthenosphere from underneath western thicker lithosphere
to eastern thinner lithosphere (Niu, 2005). In addition,
small-scale convection can not only facilitate decompression melting of the upwelling mantle, but also erode and
melt the bottom of lithosphere (e.g., Van Wijk et al.,
2010). This three-dimensional geodynamic scenario provides a bond connecting current geophysical observations
of lithospheric thickness, transition from petrologically
low-silica samples to high-silica samples, the spatial and
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temporal progressions of the magmatic activity from west
to east and the P-T estimate for melt generation. Emplacement of these magmas is further facilitated by translithospheric faults, which may act as pathways for melt
transport.
5. CONCLUSIONS
Cenozoic continental intraplate basalts in Zhejiang area,
SE China show temporal-spatial-chemical variations and
can be divided into early-stage low-silica and late-stage
high-silica groups. Edge-driven small-scale convection
induced by variations of the lithospheric thickness could
be responsible for generating these continental intraplate
basalts. Mixing of carbonated eclogite melt with lowdegree melt of peridotite in the asthenosphere can produce
the low-silica nephelinites and basanites observed during
the early stage of magmatism, and also explains their coupled high Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signal. Further decompression
and mixing with melts derived from the sub-continental
lithospheric mantle at depths approaching the LAB can
result in silica-richer basanites and alkali basalts at a later
stage and also explains their decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic
signature. In addition, our results highlight that 1) the coupled enriched Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signature of the carbonated eclogite component in low-silica samples can only be
preserved in samples produced by low degrees of melting
at the base of the melting column and 2) further decompression melting and contribution of the lithospheric mantle
will mask the coupled high Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic ﬁngerprint
of carbonated eclogite and generates the apparent decoupled Zn-Sr-Nd isotopic signal in continental intraplate
basalts.
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